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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege 
is claimed are defined as follows: 

An absorbent article, comprising: 
absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
'transitioA zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the first stratum comprising hydrophobic fibers and a binder; 
tha second stratum comprising a binder and fibers selected from the group 
consisting ©f hydrophilic fibers, hydrophobic fibers, and mixtures thereof; and 

the ^transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length. 



2. \ The absorbent article of Claim 1, wherein the hydrophobic fibers 
comprise synthetic fibers. 

3. tThe absorbent article of Claim 1, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslj^ed cellulosic fibers. 

4. Ift^absorbent article of Claim 1, wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fiper and a wet strength agent. 

5. Thfe absorbent article of Claim 1, wherein the article is at least one of 
a feminine care product, an infant diaper, and an adult incontinence product. 

6. An Absorbent article, comprising: 

(a) \ a liquid pervious topsheet; 

(b) \ an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratum\comprising hydrophobic fibers and a binder; 

the second stratum comprising a binder and fibers selected from the group 
consisting of hydrophilia fibers, hydrophobic fibers, and mixtures thereof; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length; and 
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\ 15. The absorbent article of Claim 11, wherein the article is at least one of 
an infant diaper and an adult incontinence product. 

1 &\ An absorbent article, comprising: 
(a) a liquid pervious topsheet; 

ft>) an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratikn Comprising hydrophobic fibers and a binder; 

the second stratum comprising a binder and fibers selected from the group 
consisting of hydrophili^fibers, hydrophobic fibers, and mixtures thereof; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially Uniformly across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length; 

(c) a storage stratum comprising an absorbent fibrous material; 

(d) an intermediate stratum interposed between the absorbent 
composite and the storage stratum; and 

(e) a liquid impervious backsheet. 

17. The absorbent article \>f Claim 16, wherein the hydrophobic fibers 
comprise synthetic fibers. 

18. The absorbent article of C^aim 16, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 

19. The absorbent article of Claim 16^ wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fiber and a wet strength agent. 

^ i 

^Q. The absorbent article of Claim \££ wherein the article is an adult 
incontinence product. 

u \ 

^f. The absorbent article of Claim Jiff wherein the intermediate stratum 
comprises a liquid pervious tissue. 

1„ \ 

2& The absorbent article of Claim wherein the intermediate stratum 
comprises a distribution stratum. 
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The absorbent article of Claim ^2f, wherein the distribution stratum 
comprises hydrophilic fibers and a binder. 

24\ The absorbent article of Claim 23, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 



/comprise crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 

25. \ The absorbent article of Claim 23, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
p /comprise crosslinked eucalyptus fibers. 



26. I Aiiabsorbent article, comprising: 

an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
transition zone^ W^rWdiate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 

the first stratum comprising first fibers and a binder; 

the second stratum comprising second fibers and a binder; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length 



27. The absorbent article of Cl^in} 26, whergi 
synthetic fibers. 



first fibers comprise 




28. The absorb^pt-lirticle of Claim 26, wherein the second fibers comprise 
crosslinked cellulo§ie^fibers. 

The absorbent article of Claim 26, wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicomdonent fiber and a wet strength agent. 

3(1 The absorbent article of Claim 26, wherein the article is at least one of 
a feminine^ care product, an infant diaper, and an adult incontinence product. 

in absorbent article, comprising: 

(a) a liquid pervious topsheet; 

(b) an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and k transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratum comprising first fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising second fibers and a binder; and 
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39. y^fhe absorbent article of Claim 36, wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicompondnt fiber and a wet strength agent. 

40. Mjrhg_absorbent article of Claim 36, wherein the article is at least one of 
an infant diaper and an adult incontinence product. 

4 1 . An absorbent article, comprising: 
(a) a liquid pervious topsheet; 

(b\ an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratum comprising first fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising second fibers and a binder; and 
the transition^ zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 

commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 

composite's length; 

(c) afetorage stratum comprising an absorbent fibrous material; 

(d) an\ intermediate stratum interposed between the absorbent 
composite and the storagel stratum; and 

(e) a liquid impervious backsheet. 

42. The absorbent article of Claim yl, wherein the first fibers comprise 
synthetic fibers. 

4B. The absorbent article of Claim wherein the second fibers comprise 
crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 

44. The absorbent article of Claim 41, wherein the binder is at least qne of 
a bicomponent fibep and a wet strength agent. 

i£ it 

^6. The absorbent article of Claim 4^1, wherein the article is an adult 
incontinence product. 

lie l( 

^KJf The absorbent article of Claim 4/f, wherein the intermediate stratum 
comprises a liquid pervious tissue. 

The absorbent article of Claim 4fi> wherein the intermediate stratum 
comprises a distribution stratum. 
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The absorbent article of Claim wherein the distribution stratum 
comprises hydrophilic fibers and a binder. 

\\ it 

49. The absorbent article of Claim £8, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 

ffi The absorbent article of Claim ^8, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked eucalyptus fibers. 

v 5 1\ An absorbent article, comprising: 
QL / an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second stratum, and a 
transition z&ne intermediate and coextensive with the first and second strata; 
the fm-st stratum comprising synthetic fibers and a binder; 
the seVond stratum comprising crosslinked cellulosic fibers and a binder; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length. 

52. Tha absorbent article of Claim 51, wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fibe\^nd-a wet strength agent. 

53. The/aroopbent article of Claim 51, wherein the article is at least one of 
a feminine care produc^ an infant diaper, and an adult incontinence product. 

54. An absorBent article, comprising: 

(a) a liquid pervious topsheet; 

(b) an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zonp intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratum comprising synthetic fibers and a binder; 
the second stratum comprising crosslinked cellulosic fibers and a binder; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniforn^y across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length; and 

(c) a liquid impervious backsheet. 
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(d) an intermediate stratum interposed between the absorbent 
composite and the storage stratimi; and 

(e) a liquid impervious backsheet. 

61 . The absorbent articleVf Claim 60, wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fiber and a wet strength agent. 

§fl. The absorbent article of Claim pQ, wherein the article is an adult 
incontinence product. 

The absorbent article of Claim £07 wherein the intermediate stratum 
comprises a liquid pervious tissue. 

X$ i/ 

ptf. The absorbent article of Claim 60, wherein the intermediate stratum 
comprises a distribution stratum. 

OS, x$ 

The absorbent article of Claim 64; wherein the distribution stratum 
comprises hydrophilic fibers and a binder. 

2? ^ 

po. The absorbent article of Claim po, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 

^4, The absorbent article of Claim Jao, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked eucalyptus fibers. 
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(c) a liquid impervious backsheet. 

7. The absorbent article of Claim 6, wherein the hydrophobic fibers 
comprise synthetic fibers. 

8. The absorberit article of Claim 6, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked celluloslc fibers. 



9. The absorbent 
a bicomponent fiber and a wet 



le of Claim 6, wherein the binder is at least one of 
^tVength agent. 



10. The absorbentjutficHe of Claim 6, wherein the article is at least one of 
a feminine care product, an infant draper, and an adult incontinence product. 



^/^{^l 1 1 • An a^orbent article, comprising: 



(a) ^ liquid perviousXtopsheet; 

(b) ai^ absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratum comprising hydrophobic fibers and a binder; 

the second stratum comprising a bidder and fibers selected from the group 
consisting of hydrophilic fibers, hydrophobic fibers, and mixtures thereof; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across tha composite's width and along the 
composite's length; 

(c) a storage stratum comprising an absorbent fibrous material; 

and 

(d) a liquid impervious backsheet. 

12. The absorbent article of Claim 11, wHprein the hydrophobic fibers 
comprise synthetic fibers. 

13. The absorbent article of Claim 11, wherein the hydrophilic fibers 
comprise crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 

14. The absorbent article of Claim 1 1 , wherein th^ binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fiber and a wet strength agent. 
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the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 
composite's length; 

(c) gj^iquid impervious backsheet. 

32. Ti^e-'absorbent article of Claim 31, wherein the first fibers comprise 
synthetic fibers: 

33. The^bsorbent article of Claim 31, wherein the second fibers comprise 
crosslinked celLrffosic fibers. 



34\\/7 The^absorbent article of Claim 31, wherein the binder is at least one of 



a bicompoi 



35. 



fiber and a wet strength agent. 



V 



The absorbent article of Claim 3 1 , wherein the article is at least one of 



a feminine cire product, an infant diaper, and an adult incontinence product. 



36. \ An absorbent article, comprising: 
a) a liquid pervious topsheet; 

an absorbent composite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, an$7a t^rfsition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; 

the first stratum comprising first fibers and a binder; 
the sefeQQdjfiatlxm comprising second fibers and a binder; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and second strata 

commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and along the 

composite's length; 

(c) a storage stratum comprising an absorbent fibrous material; 

and 

(d) a tiquid impervious backsheet. 

37. The absorbent article of Claim 36, wherein the first fibers comprise 
synthetic fibers. 

38. The absorbent^ article of Claim 36, wherein the second fibers comprise 
crosslinked cellulosic fibers. 
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55. The absorbed article of Claim 54, wherein the binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fiber and a wetsstrength agent. 

56. The absorbent article of Claim 54, wherein the article is at least one of 
a feminine care product, an infant cKaper, and an adult incontinence product. 

57. An absorbent article, comprising: 

(a) a liquid perviou^topsheet; 

(b) an absorbent conrtoosite, comprising a first stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zone intermediate and coextensive with the first and second 
strata; \ 

the first stratum comprising synthetic TBbers and a binder; 

the second stratum comprising crosslin^d cellulosic fibers and a binder; and 

the transition zone comprising fibers Yfrom the first and second strata 

commingled substantially uniformly across the\omposite's width and along the 

composited length; \ 

(c) a storage stratum comprising \n absorbent fibrous material; 
and \ 

(d) a liquid impervious backsheet. \ 

58. The absorbent article of Claim 57, wherein me binder is at least one of 
a bicomponent fiber and a wet strength agent. \ 

59. The absorbent article of Claim 57, wherein the article is at least one of 

an infant diaper and an adult incontinence product. \ 

* \ 

60. An absorbent article, comprising: \ 

(a) a liquid pervious topsheet; \ 

(b) an absorbent composite, comprising a first Stratum, a second 
stratum, and a transition zone intermediate and coextensive with theyfirst and second 
strata; \ 

the first stratum comprising synthetic fibers and a binder; \ 
the second stratum comprising crosslinked cellulosic fibers and aV)inder; and 
the transition zone comprising fibers from the first and se&ond strata 
commingled substantially uniformly across the composite's width and Wong the 
composite's length; \ 

(c) a storage stratum comprising an absorbent fibrous matekial; 
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